What is claimed is 



transmissdon apparatus for transmitting 
content data^ via a communication medium, 
comg^ismg ; 

attachment means for attaching cost information per 
unit data volume to said digital content data; and 

transinassion means for transmitting said digital 
content dat^a attached with said cost information after 
convertinc^ a data format of said digital content data 
attached /with said cost information into a data format 
suitable to said communication medium. 

/2 . The transmission apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein said att^b*^ent\ means attaches, as said cost 
information, at ])easkt csne of a unit price of said unit 
data volume and/ atcafibute information of said digital 
content data jthereto. 

The transmission apparatus according to claim 1 
comprising : 

division means foi^ dividing said digital content 
.a into predeterminisd unit data volumes. 

4 . The transmission apparatus according to claim 1 
further comprisiri^: 

notif ica4:ion means for notifying a management unit 
of transmiss/on information about said digital content 



data transmitted by said transmission means . 

5. The transmission apparatus /according to claim 4, 
wherein said notification means notaries said management 
unit of, as transmission information about said digital 
content data transmitted by saidr transmission means, at 
least one of said cost information, information for 
identifying a sender, information for identifying a 
recipient, and a data volurafe of said digital content data 
transmitted. / 

6. A transmission method for transmitting digital 
content data via a communication medium, comprising the 
steps of : / 

attaching cosx information per unit data volume to 
said digital content data; and 

transmitting said digital content data attached 
with said cost information after converting a data format 
of said digital content data attached with said cost 
information iAto a data format suitable to said 
communication medium . 

7. A recording medium recording a computer- . 
readable program for transmitting digital content data 
via a communication medium, said computer - readable 
program comprising the steps of: 

/attaching cost information per unit data volume to 
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said digital content daita; and 

transmitting sai/d digital content data attached 
with said cost information after converting a data format 
of said digital conteiJt data attached with said cost 
information into a data format suitable to said 
communication medium . I 

8. A reception apparatus for receiving digital 
content data transmitted via a communication medium, 
comprising: / 

reception means for receiving said digital content 
with its data formatt converted into a data format 
suitable for said communication medium and restoring the 
received digital content data; 

removal means for removing said cost information 
from the restored /digital content data; and 

reproduction means for reproducing said digital 
content data deprived of said cost information. 

9. The re/ception apparatus according to claim 8, 
further comprisiing : 

no tif icatjion means for notifying a management unit 
of reception information about said digital content data 
received by sad/d reception means. 

10. TheJ reception apparatus according to claim 9, 
wherein said notification means notifies, as said 
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reception information about said digital content caata 
received by said reception means, at least one /of said 
cost information, information for identifying a sender, 
information for identifying a recipient, B.nd a data 
volume of said received digital content jdata. 

11. A reception method for receiving digital 
content data transmitted via a commynication medium, 
comprising the steps of: / 

receiving said digital content with its data format 
converted into a data format ^itable for said 
communication medium and restoring the received digital 
content data; / 

removing said cos/C information from the restored 
digital content data; yand 

reproducing sstid digital content data deprived of 
said cost inf ormat/on . 

12. A reccfrding medium recording a computer- 
readable program for receiving digital content data 
transmitted vi:a a communication medium, said computer- 
readable program comprising the steps of: 

receiving said digital content with its data format 
converted/ into a data format suitable for said 
communication medium and restoring the received digital 
contenyc data; 
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removing said cost information from the restox^ed 
digital content data; and 

reproducing said digital content data de^'rived of 
said cost information. 

13. A management apparatus for managing purchase 
and sale of digital content data transmi/fted from a 
transmission unit and received by a r^eption unit via a 
communication medium, comprising: 



reception means for receivyng at least one of 

reception informati 
>m a given point 



on about 



transmission information and re/ept 

said digital content data frorri a given point on a 
communication route between /said transmission unit and 
said reception unit inclus/lve; and 

computation means /for computing, on the basis of a 
least one of said transinission information and said 
reception information/ received by said reception means, a 
sale price of said digital content data via said 
communication medi/um. 

14. The management apparatus according to claim 1 
further comprising : 

transmi/ssion means for transmitting information 
about the saAe price of said digital content data 
computed by said computation means to a charging unit. 

15/ The management apparatus according to claim 1 
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wherein said computation means computes the sale pricre of 
said digital content data via said communication medium 
by multiplying cost information included in said/ 
reception information received by said recepticm means by 
a data volume of said received digital conterrt data. 

16. A management method for managiiig purchase and 
sale of digital content data transmitted/from a 
transmission unit and received by a recception unit via a 
communication medium, comprising the/steps of: 

receiving at least one of transmission information 
and reception information about ^aid digital content data 
from a given point on a communi/cation route between said 
transmission unit and said reception unit including the 
both; and / 

computing, on the basis of at least one of said 
transmission information/ and said reception information 
received in said receptfion step, a sale price of said 
digital content data yvia said communication medium. 

17. A recordang medium recording a computer- 
readable program tpx managing purchase and sale of 
digital content data transmitted from a transmission unit 
and received by/a reception unit via a communication 
medium, said computer - readable program comprising the 
steps of: / 
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receiving at least one of transmission informati(Dn 
and reception information about said digital content /data 
from a given point on a communication route between: said 
transmission unit and said reception unit includjifng the 
both; and 

computing, on the basis of at least on^ of said 
transmission information and said receptiori information 
received in said reception step, a sale ^rice of said 
digital content data via said communic^a tion medium. 

18. A charging apparatus f or ycharging for digital 
content data attached with cost information per unit data 
volume transmitted from a transmission unit to a 
reception unit via a communicat:ion medium, comprising: 

acquisition means for /acquiring a sale price of 
said digital content data on the basis of said cost 
information per unit data/ volume; and 

charging means foor charging a user of said 
reception apparatus on'^ the basis of said sale price 
acquired by said acqiaisition means. 

19. The cha/ging apparatus according to claim 18, 
wherein said acqiyisi tion means acquires said sale price 
along with a usafge fee for using said communication 
medium and saiyd charging means charges said sale price 
along with said usage fee further comprises: 
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distribution means for dividing an amount of inoney 
paid by said user of said reception unit into a poxtion 
covering said sale price and another covering sdid usage 
fee . / 

20. A charging method for charging for digital 
content data attached with cost informatix)n per unit data 
volume transmitted from a transmission/unit to a 
reception unit via a communication medium, comprising the 
steps of: / 

acquiring a sale price of/ said digital content data 
on the basis of said cost infc/rmation per unit data 
volume; and / 

charging a user of /said reception apparatus on the 
basis of said sale prioe acquired in said acquisition 
step. / 

21. A recording medium recording a computer- 
readable program /or charging for digital content data 
attached with ciost information per unit data volume 
transmitted fifom a transmission unit to a reception unit 
via a communication medium, said computer - readable 
program comprising the steps of: 

aycquiring a sale price of said digital content data 
on the/basis of said cost information per unit data 
volume; and 



charging a user of said reception apparatus on /the 
basis of said sale price acquired in said acquisit^n 
step , 

22. A charging apparatus for charging fbr digital 
content data transmitted from a transmissior/ unit to a 
reception unit via a communication medium/ comprising : 

acquisition means for acquiring information about a 
sale price of said digital content datia; 

synthesis means for synthesizing said information 
about said sale price acquired by/said acquisition means 
with information about a usage /ee for use of said 
communication medium; and 

charging means for chkrging a user of said 
reception unit on the basifs of synthesized information 
supplied by said synthesris means. 

23. The chargi]/g apparatus according to claim 22, 
further comprising : 

distributior/ means for dividing an amount of money 
paid by said user^ of said reception unit into a portion 
covering said syale price and another covering said usage 
fee . 

24. ^ charging method for charging for digital 
content data transmitted from a transmission unit to a 
receptioiyunit via a communication medium, comprising: 
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acquisition means for acquiring information ajrout 
sale price of said digital content data: / 

synthesis means for synthesizing said in/ormation 
about sale price acquired by said acquisitiori means with 
information about a usage fee for use of irif ormat ion 
transmitted from said transmission unit;/and 

charging means for charging a usfer of said 
reception unit on the basis of the synthesized 
information supplied by said synthesis means. 

27. The charging apparatufe according to claim 26, 
further comprising: / 

distribution means foi/ dividing an mount of money 
paid by said user of said i/eception unit into a portion 
covering said sale price And another covering said usage 
fee . / 

28. A charging/method for charging for digital 
content data transmitted from a transmission unit to a 
reception unit, comprising the steps of: 

acquiring /nformation about sale price of said 
digi tal content/ data : 

synthesizing said information about sale price 
acquired in ysaid acquisition step with information about 
a usage fe^ for use of information transmitted from said 
transmiss/ion unit; and 
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charging a user of said reception unit on the>Kasis 
of the synthesized information supplied in said synthesis 
step. / 

29. A recording medium recording a cojnputer- 
readable program for charging for digital Content data 
transmitted from a transmission unit to A reception unit, 
said computer- readable program comprising the steps of: 

acquiring information about &ale price of said 
digital content data: / 

synthesizing said informa(xion about sale price 
acquired in said acquisition ystep with information about 
a usage fee for use of information transmitted from said 
transmission unit; and / 

charging a user pt said reception unit on the basis 
of the synthesized iiytormation supplied in said synthesis 
step. / 

30. A chaMing apparatus for charging for a 
predetermined service ordered from a first unit to a 
second unit vi4. a network, comprising: 

extrac/tion means for extracting cost information 
from order /information provided by said second unit to 
said firs^ unit for ordering said predetermined service 
from sa/d first unit to said second unit via said 
netwoirk; and 
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charging means for charging a user of said Ldrst 
unit on the basis of said cost information extraxrted by 
said extraction means. / 

31. The charging apparatus according/to claim 30, 
wherein said extraction means extracts saixi cost 
information from said order information /at a given point 
on said network between said first unirt and said second 
unit inclusive. / 

32. A charging method for (charging for a 
predetermined service ordered fyom a first unit to a 
second unit via a network, comprising the steps of: 

extracting cost inforination from order information 
provided by said second uryLt to said first unit for 
ordering said prede termiiaed service from said first unit 
to said second unit said network; and 

charging a user of said first unit on the basis of 
said cost informaticfn extracted in said extraction step. 

33. A recoifding medium recording a computer- 
readable program/for charging for a predetermined service 
ordered from a y^irst unit to a second unit via a network, 
said computer/readable program comprising the steps of: 

extracting cost information from order information 
for ordering said predetermined service from said first 
unit to s4id second unit via said network; and 
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charging a user of said first unit on the basis/ of 
said cost information extracted in said extraction ^tep. 

34. A providing apparatus for providing a/ 
predetermined service ordered from a unit via a/ network, 
comprising: / 

attachment means for attaching cost /information 
about said predetermined service to order information for 
ordering said predetermined service by/a user of said 
unit; / 

transmission means for transmitting said order 
information attached with said cpst information to said 
unit via said network; and / 

acceptance means for accepting an order placed by 
said unit via said network >on the basis of said order 
information transmitted hy said transmission means. 

35. The providing apparatus according to claim 34, 
further comprising: / 

instruction merans for instructing said providing 
apparatus to provide the ordered service said unit when 
said order placed/on the basis of said order information 
transmitted by s4id transmission means has been accepted 
by said acceptance means. 

36. A /providing method for providing a 
predetermined service ordered from a unit via a network, 
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service to order ir 
predetermined servi 
transmitting 
said cost informat 



comprising the step^ of: 

attaching co^t information about said predetermined 
formation for ordering said 
ce by a user of said unit; 

said order information attached with 
on to said unit via said network; and 
accepting aJ order placed by said unit via said 
network on the bas/is of said order information 
transmitted in said transmission step. 

37. A recoirding medium recording a computer- 
readable program /for providing a predetermined service 
ordered from a unit via a network, said computer- readable 
program comprising the steps of: 

cost information about said predetermined 
information for ordering said 



attaching 
service to order 



transmi tt 



predetermined service by a user of said unit; 



ng said order information attached with 



said cost inf orrfiation to said unit via said network; and 

accepting an order placed by said unit via said 
network on the /basis of said order information 
transmitted in/said transmission step. 
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